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Dear Beautiful Sisters, 

Welcome to the 2021 SISTER to SISTER: Celebrating Asian American, Native

Hawaiian & Pacific Islander Women of Tomorrow Leadership Conference!

Being here today means you are participating in a 26-year tradition to

bring young women together to truthfully engage in conversations about

some of the most pressing issues you or someone you know may be facing. 

This year’s theme is “IGNITE!” We want to spark passion in all of you to

make positive changes in your community.  With so much going on locally

and throughout our country, we want to encourage you to rise above

adversity and influence change, large or small. Today is an opportunity to

reflect on the issues that are important to you, understand that change is

possible, set realistic goals, and empower yourself and  others to be agents

of change. 

You are our future leaders, innovators, scholars, advocates, artists and

community healers.  We believe in your power, impact and legacy.  We

believe in you.

In Sisterhood,

Your 2021 SISTER to SISTER Conference Coordinators

Berneise Montuya, Bicky Bui, Cheryl Corpuz, Cheryl Cruz, 

Judy Li, Lani Hoang, Razelle Buenavista &Vi Tran

A note to our sisters...



1:45 pm -  Zoom Room opens 

2:00 pm - Welcome & Opening Remarks

2:05 pm - Grounding Exercise

2:10 pm -  Keynote & Legacy Award Presentation

2:30 pm - This or That Activity

2:50 pm - Words form the Heart

3:00 pm - IGNITE! Youth Highlight

3:15 pm -  Special Message

3:20 pm - IGNITE! Challenge

3:25 pm - Closing Remarks & Dance Party

 

Program Schedule
2:00 pm - 3:30 pm

*Schedule subject to change



Legacy Award
Since 2001, Asian American Recovery Services has honored Asian American, Native Hawaiian

& Pacific Islander women with the SISTER to SISTER Legacy Award in recognition of their

important contributions to their communities through excellence in leadership, service and

advocacy.

2019 

WENDY HO

 

2018

ELLEN KAMEI

 

2017

Dr. ANGELICA CORTEZ

 

2016

CAMILLE LLANES-FONTANILLA

 

2015

NAOMI NAKANO-MATUSMOTO

 

2014

AILA MALIK

 

2013

TERISA TINEI SIAGATONU

 

2012

CHONG KIM

 

2011

LIEN H. CAO

 

2010

JACQUELINE DUONG

2009 

BUENAFLOR NIOLAS

 

2008

ROWENA TOMANENG

 

2007 

JENNY DO

 

2006

MADISON NGUYEN

 

2005

AURELIA BAILEY

 

2004  

LORNA SUMARAGA

 

2003

LIEU TRAN

 

2002

DR. DARLENE CHAN

 

2001

CORA TOMALINAS

CHRISTINE VELASQUEZ

 



Her passion for community-driven leadership and advocacy has led her

to work for various organizations and elected officials like LEAD Filipino,

Congressman Ro Khanna, and Assemblymember Adrin Nazarian. As a

newer resident of Los Angeles, her work with organizations like the San

Fernando Valley Young Democrats and the Los Angeles County Young

Democrats are particularly exciting as she gets to bring in diverse, young,

and talented activists to help advance progressive policies and elected

leaders in the region. Vanessa received her Bachelor of Science in

Political Science from Santa Clara University. If she isn't organizing her

community, she's usually hanging out with friends or planning her next

vacation. 

Vanessa Carr is a Silicon Valley native who

currently serves as Governor Gavin

Newsom's Los Angeles Regional Coordinator

for External Affairs. She is the proud

daughter of a Filipina immigrant and an

Army Veteran. Growing up in an interracial

family and among other communities of

color, Vanessa found her passion for

advocating for issues relating to equity,

social  justice,  and  economic   opportunity. 

Vanessa Carr
LEGACY AWARD RECIPIENT



Nitya has played sports her entire life and consequently developed a

strong sense of teamwork, community and female empowerment from a

young age. She is grateful to have the opportunity to lead  Ma(s)king a

Difference's community of volunteers and looks forward to sharing her

experiences with others. 

In her free time, you can find Nitya playing basketball, eating chocolate

and spending time with animals, specifically her dog, Cookie. 

https://maskingadifference.wixsite.com/home

Nitya Devesetti
YOUTH HIGHLIGHT SPEAKER

Nitya Devisetti is a proud Indian-American senior

at Cupertino High School. She is the founder of

the organization, Ma(s)king a Difference.

Ma(s)king a Difference was created at the

beginning stages of the COVID-19 pandemic

when Nitya decided she had the power to help

protect her community.  A year later,   Ma(s)king  

a  Difference  has  made  and distributed over

10,000  masks, and  has expanded  to 16 other

locations worldwide.



supporting emerging artists and youth. She works as the

Communications + Fund Development Specialist at the Silicon Valley

Council of Nonprofits and is involved in LEAD Filipino as the Fly Pinays

Program Director. Marissa earned a B.A. in English and Theatre Arts

from Santa Clara University and she has been featured by genARTS,

CONTENT magazine, and Bindlestiff Studio. When she isn't writing or

teaching art with youth, Marissa enjoys ice cream, decorating her

planner, and watching TV, movies, and live theatre.

Marissa Martinez
WORDS FROM THE HEART

Marissa Martinez is a community organizer,

arts advocate, and playwright born and

raised in East San Jose. Since 2007, she has

written plays, short stories, and spoken word

poetry inspired by her experience as a

second generation Latina-Filipina.  As  a 

 co-director  of More Más Marami Arts,

Marissa is committed   to   sharing    stories    

of underrepresented communities and

bringing theatre  to  our  neighborhoods   by 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmoremasmarami.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7Crbuenavista%40healthright360.org%7C020811c36f2945ff7e0108d90902f727%7Cb855153aa0e74f57a34cd21467a7943e%7C0%7C0%7C637550730611635651%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=89XJoxNneEDboObOX5rrVlLt%2BforrEMXKKaYrD5oY3E%3D&reserved=0


Ruta Lauleva Lua'iufi Aiono comes from the villages of Fasito'o-uta and

Malie in Samoa and from so-called San Francisco in the homelands of

the Yelamu & Raymatush Ohlone People. She is a birth worker with

roots in holistic herbal care and out-of-hospital / home birth, an

educator and currently works as the Doula Coordinator for M.A.N.A.

Pasefika, the Pacific Islander cohort of the SisterWeb Community

Doula Network. She also sits on several advisory boards in the birth

and breastfeeding community and is humbled by these opportunities

to uplift the experiences of her Pasefika people. She looks forward to

a lifetime of supporting families in birthing with dignity and joy and to

forever serving as a bridge 

Ruta Lauleva Lua'iufi Aiono 
GROUNDING FACILITATOR

to reconnect BIPOC people

to the elements and to our

own innate medicine

natures. She gives thanks to

the babies that call her to

serve and to her ancestors

who guide and protect her

in this work.  



Carina Orozco

Dr. Angelica Cortez
CONFERENCE CO-EMCEE

of LEAD Filipino, she plans to continue applying her passion toward building strong,

healthy communities and motivating others to do the same. 
 

"I am so grateful for the opportunity to emcee Sister to Sister year after year and proud to be a part of this

movement. If you see me on the street, say "What's Up" and show some love! We're sisters now!" 

Carina Orozco is a proud Pinay (Filipina) from Eastside San Jose

who developed a passion for community involvement by

observing her grandmother’s impact as a leader in the Filipino

community. As a young leader and professional herself, she has

had the opportunity to develop programs that  have positively

impacted  the lives of  youth, seniors and families in Santa Clara

County.  As  an  employee  of the City of San  Jose and member

World War II Veterans, Gel studied Political Science to understand systems of oppression

and provide ways to engage minority voices in fighting for social change. Often reflecting

on her own family's struggle, she continues to believe that those most impacted by public

systems need to be the ones that lead. These interests led her to work for advocacy

organizations and legislators in both San Jose and Los Angeles on immigrant rights and

human services. In 2015, she founded LEAD Filipino, a local nonprofit that increases the

representation of FilAms and broader communities in civic leadership. Under her

leadership, the organization has grown to serve hundreds of community members through

year-round programs and initiatives. In her spare time, she enjoys concerts, traveling,

painting and sleeping! 

Dr. Angelica "Gel" Cortez is a second generation, Bay Area local,

Queer-identifying Filipina American. She attended her first

SISTER to SISTER Conference over 10 years ago and as a young

adult found a deep connection to the program. Influenced

through student activism, including organizing Asian Pacific

Islander youth conferences for higher education, protesting

budget  cuts,  and advocating for  reparations for  Filipino  World

CONFERENCE CO-EMCEE



Jennifer Torai
YOUTH HIGHLIGHT MODERATOR

happen, and she loves helping young people adopt that same perspective so they can

make the most out of their own journeys. This is part of what inspired her to be a co-

founder of Asian Women Empowered (AWE), a group dedicated to improving the status of

Asian & Pacific Islander women and girls in Silicon Valley; supporting API women to achieve

the highest levels of leadership in their respective sectors; providing a collective voice on

policy issues affecting the Silicon Valley API community, with a focus on women and girls;

and engaging in community/volunteer service to improve lives.

Jennifer Torai is a proud Filipina who was born and raised in Milpitas,

and went to Thomas Russell Middle and Archbishop Mitty High

School. Throughout her career, she has built a network of support

that includes women who inspire and support her, and who help her

to navigate the complex world of adulting. She has been a

counselor, a social worker, a teacher, and a nonprofit leader. She is

also a mother, a wife, and a supportive family member. While her life

path has not always been  clear  and  straightforward,  she has 

 made  an  intentional effort  to learn  from each experience  as  they 

Wendy Ho
LEGACY AWARD PRESENTER

Wendy Ho is a community advocate and civic leader with over 10 years

of experience working on public policy at the local, state, and federal

level.  Currently, Wendy serves as Chief of Staff to Santa Clara

County Supervisor Otto Lee. Prior to her current role, the majority of

Wendy’s career was in the nonprofit sector, serving most recently as

the Chief Strategy and Policy Officer for the Silicon Valley Council of

Nonprofits. Her experience also includes policy roles with United Way

Silicon Valley, the Asian & Pacific Islander American Health Forum,

and U.S. Congress. Wendy has served her community on the San Jose-

Evergreen Community College District Board of Trustees since 2012. She earned her MPA

from Indiana University, and BA Political Science & BA Japanese Studies from UC San

Diego.

Wendy was the 2019 SISTER to SISTER Legacy Award recipient!



Minh Nguyen, aka DJ Cinnaminh, a Bay Area native grew up with

musical influences such as Madonna and Michael Jackson. She

built a foundation for music after starting piano lessons in the first

grade. In high school she found an interest to spin however with

very few known female DJs, she thought that this was a hobby she

could never pursue. In late 2005, while a friend spun at a house

party she shadowed and instantly fell in love. Saving up to

purchase turntables, a mixer and a few records she decided to

take on this male-dominated hobby. Through hours of practice, she 

Living the dream is how Azenith Smith describes her career as a

broadcast journalist. Azenith has been a reporter with KTVU FOX 2

News since April 2014 and she works in the South Bay Bureau. Prior

to KTVU, she worked in the media markets of Coos Bay/North Bend

Oregon, Monterey/Salinas and Las Vegas. She began her career

at the Filipino Channel.

She graduated from Notre Dame High School, San Jose in 1999 and

then received a bachelor’s degree in Journalism from California

Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo.

DJ Cinnaminh

started building her love and passion for the art of mixing - the rest is history! You can now

find her playing throughout the Bay Area at private events, weddings, and local venues. DJ

Cinnaminh’s style is unique and she believes that having an eclectic ear for music is key.  

Azenith Smith

Azenith Smith has covered some of the biggest local and national stories. Her exclusive sit-

down interviews with the family of Giants beating victim Bryan Stowe helped her station in

Monterey/Salinas win an Edward R. Murrow award.  Recently, Azenith earned her first

Emmy nomination in the San Francisco Bay Area for a story about Good Samaritans trying

to save victims of a crash. However, her greatest achievement is being a mother to a

three-year old. She is grateful to be working and serving in her hometown among her

family and friends.

ENTERTAINMENT

SPECIAL MESSAGE



Berneise Montuya - Born in Santa Clara, CA. Berneise’s calling to be a natural nurturer in life started when

she was young. While Berneise is the youngest of all sister siblings, she has spent a good portion of her life

being the backbone and go-getter of her family. She graduate Santa Clara High School (Go Bruins!),

received  her associate degree in Psychology at San Jose State University, and is currently in the CADC

Program to further her education as a counselor. Berneise is a Peer Partner for Asian American Recovery

Services' Transitional Aged Youth Integrated Services Team, and offers individual support to program

participants and facilitates  "Hang Out with Berneise" peer support groups. She enjoys listening to music,

watching football and hockey (Go Sharks!), going for drives and being a role model to her nieces.

Berneise’s passion is to be a better version of herself everyday! 

Bicky Bui - Bicky Bui was born in Vietnam and raised the San Gabriel Valley. Bicky attended University of

California, Los Angeles (UCLA) and earned a Bachelor of Arts in Sociology in 2019. Go Bruins! Currently, she

is the Development Associate for HealthRIGHT 360. She has a huge passion for philanthropy and can be

found virtually volunteering with Make-A-Wish and Ronald McDonald House Charities on her spare time.

She loves to cook (especially Vietnamese dishes) and is a boba connoisseur. 

Cheryl Corpuz - Cheryl Corpuz is a Clinician at AARS providing drug and alcohol treatment to youth.

Cheryl was born and raised in East Side San Jose and is an Alumni of Independence High School. She

found her passion for serving and giving back to the community when she started at Asian American

Recovery Services as an intern for SISTER to SISTER in 2009. Since then, Cheryl has made it her mission to,

“Be the person you needed, when you were younger.” Cheryl has provided counseling services throughout

Santa Clara County and has built an experience working with both youth and adults in outpatient and

residential services. Cheryl is also an advocate for all things related to mental health and empowerment

and helping those find a voice within in order for those to be the best version of themselves.

Cheryl Cruz - Born in the Philippines and raised in the Bay Area, Cheryl's calling in the helping profession

stems back to when she was a little girl. Always pondering how she can help the community, she ventured

as a Nursing major, but found her true calling in the field of Social Work. Cheryl received her BASW and

MSW from San Jose State University (SJSU). She is a Licensed Clinical Social Worker and manages the

Youth Mental Health Programs at Asian American Recovery Services, program of HealthRIGHT 360. She’s

held various positions as a Family Advocate, a Youth Drug/Alcohol Counselor at high schools in the East 

Conference Coordinators

  Berneise Montuya           Bicky Bui                  Cheryl Corpuz              Cheryl Cruz                     Judy Li                     Lani Hoang          Razelle Buenavista              Vi Tran



Side area (shout out to Andrew Hill, Independence, & Evergreen), facilitated psychoeducation groups at

Juvenile Hall and has been a Social Work Field Instructor the past 8 years to SJSU BASW / MSW students.

Cheryl is grateful for the experiences in her professional journey and the mentors that have enriched her

with wisdom. She enjoys Pilates, cooking/baking with her children, and gardening. She has been a SISTER

to SISTER Coordinator for the past 10 years and looks forward to having her daughter be a participant, to

witness her mother's dedication and mission, in championing the AANHPI youth voice of tomorrow. 

JUDY LI -  Judy Li is from San Francisco, California and attended college in Southern California. Judy works

in the Development Department at HealthRIGHT 360 headquarters and has been with the organization for

2.5 years. She participated in her first SISTER to SISTER Leadership Conference in 2019, and is excited to

once again support Asian American Recovery Services to empower young women and the AANHPI

community.

LANI HOANG - Lani Hoang is a Vietnamese-American born in San Jose, California. She attended San Jose

State University and earned a Bachelor of Arts in Sociology and Legal Studies in 2020. She is currently

continuing her studies at SJSU for a Master’s in Social Work and is currently an MSW Intern at Asian

American Recovery Services, a program of HealthRIGHT 360. One of her passions includes providing mental

health awareness in Asian American communities. She loves to bake, cook, read, and binge-watch Modern

Family, Friends, Criminal Minds, and some Korean dramas from Netflix. When she has a day off, you can find

her walking through the aisles of Daiso or Miniso and buying cute (and probably unnecessary) trinkets and

plushies.  

RAZELLE BUENAVISTA - Razelle Buenavista is a proud Filipino-American who grew up in Hawaii and the

San Francisco Bay Area. In high school she was mentored and inspired by the staff at Filipino Advocates

for Justice, and was determined to have a career in serving youth labeled as "high-risk."  Razelle attended

San Jose State University and College of San Mateo in which she studied Dance, Social Work and

Addiction Studies. Razelle has served the Asian American, Pacific Islander and Latinx communities as a

mentor, social worker and youth advocate. Currently, Razelle is the Managing Director for Santa Clara and

Alameda counties for Asian American Recovery Services, a program of HealthRIGHT 360. Razelle has been

credited for changing numerous lives, as well as developing a new generation of social workers and

community healers dedicated to improving the lives of the most disadvantaged members of our

communities.  However, most importantly, she is the proud mother of two sons, Nathan and Nico.

VI TRAN - Vi Tran was born In Vietnam and immigrated to the United States after being married. Vi

received a four-year degree in Vietnam, and in 2020 she received a Bachelor of the Arts degree in Social

Work from San Jose State University. Currently, Vi is a peer mentor at Asian American Recovery Services, a

program of HealthRIGHT 360. She provides support and translation services to Vietnamese adults

participating in outpatient substance use disorder treatment.  Vi has a passion for continuous learning, and

has a goal to obtain her Masters degree in Social Work to further her expertise in working with the

Vietnamese population.  She likes to listen to music, sing songs, and watch soccer and basketball. In

addition, she is a proud mother who enjoys caring for and playing with her children. She deeply believes

that “Children are our future.”



Special Thanks
The SISTER to SISTER: Celebrating Asian American, Native Hawaiian &

Pacific Islander Women of Tomorrow Leadership Conference is a community-

funded event made possible by the generous support of our community

members who are committed to ensuring that young girls are given an

opportunity to learn, engage, and become empowered. With our deepest

appreciation, THANK YOU to all the special people who have given

donations, sponsorships, and/or contributed their time.

LOTUS SPONSOR
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Ahmad & Reena Thomas

David Mineta

Filipino Googlers Network

Jeff & Sandra Mori

Wendy Ho

Akiko Allen
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Huong Nguyen-Yap
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Dr. Jennifer Briscoe
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Jennifer Torai

Julia Morita

Karen Decker

Karenina Tanjoco

Kimberly Studer

Krisztina Quick

Lana Nguyen

Leila Ojeda

Lily Vu

Margaret Hallett

Maria Flickinger

Mary Jean Corpuz

Mayrin Bunyagidj

Mona Shah

Naomi Nakano-Matsumoto

Ngan Fan

Queenie Lubang

Rachel Lasky

Ryn Underwood

Sacha Javier

Sophia Acevedo

Susan & Lawrence Gissible

Susan Okada

Tomoko Kitada

Vivian DeLeon

Willard Hoot
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Dr. Darlene Chan

Joshua Greene

Lauren Barry

Nathan Buenavista-Hoot

Pacheco Designs

Sheila Rivera-Cardinelli

HealthRIGHT 360 Development Team

 

Donors & Contributers



To address the thousands of adolescents and young adults that were streaming into San Francisco for the

cultural revolution of the 1960’s, Haight Ashbury Free Clinics (HAFC) opened its doors in 1967 as the first free

medical clinic in the country. During the first week of operation, over 400 patients were seen. HAFC has been

an innovator in delivering primary health care services to those who can least afford them. “Health Care is a

Right, Not a Privilege” has been a guiding principle as well as HAFC’s famous tagline. 

Walden House was founded in 1969 in the same Haight-Ashbury district of San Francisco to help homeless and

runaway adolescents with substance use problems. Today, Walden House treats people with mental health and

substance use problems at various residential and outpatient centers throughout California, including jail

based treatment programs, and facilities in San Francisco and Los Angeles. These programs provide drug and

alcohol treatment, mental health care, vocational services, and housing services for people transitioning back

into their communities from incarceration. Like HAFC, Walden House has always served people who are

uninsured, homeless and/or socio-economically disenfranchised, including those living with HIV/AIDS. 

In 1985, Asian American Recovery Services (AARS) was established through community-wide grassroots efforts

in response to rising substance use rates among San Francisco’s Asian and Pacific Islander population. AARS

was created as a culturally responsive alternative to existing treatment programs that offered little or no

programming specific to A/PI’s with substance use disorders. Santa Clara County AARS opened the nation’s

first outpatient substance use treatment program targeting Asian & Pacific Islander adolescents.

About HealthRIGHT 360

HealthRIGHT 360 is a family of programs that includes Walden House, HAFC, AARS, Women’s Recovery

Association, North County Serenity House, Lyon-Martin Health Services, Rock Medicine,  Prototypes and

Women’s Community Clinic. HealthRIGHT 360 gives hope, builds health, and changes lives for people in need.

We do this by providing compassionate, integrated care that includes primary medical, mental health and

substance use disorder treatment. 

HealthRIGHT 360 was created in 2011 from the merger of HAFC and Walden House, two San Francisco

organizations that became national models of community health care through over 40 years of service. In

2013, AARS joined the family of programs, and in 2014, Women’s Recovery Association and North County

Serenity House also merged with HealthRIGHT 360. In 2015, 

Lyon-Martin Health Services  became the third primary

care clinic operated by HealthRIGHT 360, and in 2016

and 2017, Prototypes and Women’s Community Clinic

joined the HealthRIGHT 360 family of programs.

HISTORY

TODAY

Get better. Do better. Be better.



In 1985, Asian American Recovery Services (AARS) became the first substance use

treatment residential program targeting Asian American, Native Hawaiian and Pacific

Islander (AANHPI) adults in the nation.  Ten years later, AARS opened its doors in Santa

Clara County to provide the first comprehensive outpatient substance use treatment

program targeting AANHPI adolescents in the nation.  Since then, AARS has expanded to

four Bay Area counties to provide behavioral health services to adults, transitional aged

youth, children and their families.  AARS maintains its commitment to deliver the most

effective and culturally responsive prevention, intervention and treatment services to the

AANHPI communities.

Youth and Adult Behavioral Health Services

1340 Tully Road, Suite 304

San Jose, CA 95122

408.271.3900 main 

Adult Re-Entry Programs

542 Valley Way

Milpitas, CA 95035

408.271.3900 main

                               

Adult Outpatient SUD Services

33440 Alvarado Niles Road

Union City, CA 94587

510.474.7414 main

Prevention Services

1115 Mission Road

South San Francisco, CA 94080

650.243.4850

Adult Outpatient SUD Services

6181 Mission Street

Daly City, CA 94014

415.337.0140

Project ADAPT - Adult Outpatient

2020 Hayes Street

San Francisco, CA 94117

415.750.5125 main

Lee Woodward Counseling Center

1763 Mission Street

San Francisco, CA 94103

415.776.1001 main

www.healthRIGHT360.org

AARS Santa Clara County

AARS Alameda CountyAARS San Mateo County

AARS San Francisco County



"What I want young women 

and girls to know is: 

You are powerful and 

your voice matters."

Kamala Harris
The first female, first black and first Asian-American 

Vice President of the United States of America.
 



@SISTERtoSISTER_hr360

www.healthRIGHT360.org


